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Airports and Communities Resiliency Program for Greater Preparedness (C-PReP) 

On the morning of Wednesday, September 20, 2017, Hurricane Maria struck Puerto Rico, devastating 

the island and plunging all its 3.4 million residents into a desperate humanitarian crisis. Hurricane 

Maria with strong, damaging winds, destroyed homes and critical infrastructure. A year later 

thousands of homes are still left powerless by the 155-mph hurricane. 

 

Hurricane Maria is the worst storm to hit Puerto Rico in over 80 years and arrived only two weeks 

after Hurricane Irma passed just north of the island and left 1 million people without power. The effect 

on Puerto Rican families — and the island’s infrastructure — will take many years to heal. The 

official death toll from the monster storm was 2,975 persons. 

 

The disaster caused by Hurricane Maria in Puerto Rico vividly demonstrated the need to redouble 

efforts to reduce the impact of such events. The disaster impacted port operations, disrupted the supply 

chain of goods and services and made it difficult to respond to humanitarian needs and economic 

recovery. Hurricane Maria continues to remind us that ports are crucial lifelines to vulnerable 

populations during disasters. An accelerated port restoration plan during a catastrophic event that 

damages a port would be of tremendous benefit in fostering disaster resilience in Puerto Rico and the 

region. 

 

Natural disasters in the Caribbean are becoming more ferocious and frequent even relative to small 

states. The recent devastations of Category 5 hurricanes Maria and Irma (both in September 2017) 

demonstrate how powerful storms can lead to widespread destruction, loss of life, and weaker 

economic growth prospects.   

 

In response, Americas Relief Team, an initiative of Outreach Aid to the Americas, Inc. has announced 

the implementation of its Community and Port Hurricane Resilience (C-PReP) program and 

workshops in Puerto Rico the week of March 11-15, 2019. The disaster mitigation initiative will take 

place at Universidad InterAmericana de Puerto Rico.   

 

The C-PReP program brings together key stakeholders, including senior policymakers, public, private, 

and multilateral development partners, to explore incentives to shift the focus of policies towards 

building resilience and innovative disaster risk financing policies and instruments that would help in 

this regard. 
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The C-PReP program is designed to improve the disaster readiness of the airport, the seaport and other 

facilities and to ensure that standardized mechanisms, drills and best practices are in place to mitigate 

the worst possible effects of a disaster and to streamline efficient and effective responses to disasters. 

The C-PReP community planning workshops place emphasis on airport and seaport resilience 

planning since damaged ports have a tremendously deleterious impact on local communities, often 

crippling efforts to adequately respond to crises arising out of disasters. 

 

The program seeks to apply best practices and lessons learned from recent disasters to assist the 

seaports and airports in advancing their continuity of operations. C-PReP will also promote capacity 

building, implement resiliency assessment and planning activities, and provide post-disaster technical 

and commodities support.    

 

The program is executed by Americas Relief Team (ART) an initiative of OAA in partnership with 

Universidad InterAmericana de Puerto Rico, Aeropuertos Del Sureste (ASUR), AEROSTAR Airport 

Holdings LLC, Miami International Airport, and American Airlines. The program has significant 

contributions from FedEx and The US Caribbean Strong Relief Fund at the Miami Foundation. 

 

Among the trainers at the workshops will be Mr. Nelson Mejias, Airport Manager Miami/Opa Locka 

Executive Airports; Juan Manuel Manriquez, Manager APEX in Safety, ACI World; Captain Ricardo 

Garcia, Former Program Manager, Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) at USAID; Mrs. 

Suzanne Williamson, Director, Tower Operations at American Airlines, Mrs. Maricarmen Estrada, 

Program Director at OAA/ART, and Dr. Teo Babun, President and Chief Executive Officer at 

OAA/ART.  

 

Similar workshops have been successfully held previously in Jamaica, Costa Rica, Mexico, the 

Dominican Republic, Miami, Florida, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, St. Lucia, Dominica, and 

Antigua and Barbuda. 
 

For more information or to arrange interviews, please contact Sumaya Davila at Americas Relief. Email: 

sd@oaausa.org; Phone: (305) 884.0441; Website: www.portresiliency.org/ 
 

C-PReP is an initiative of Americas Relief Team (OAA/ART) for a disaster mitigation network of communities and airports throughout 

Central America and the Caribbean.  C-PReP saves lives during times of disaster by preparing airports and communities to become more 

resilient before disasters strike, thus accelerating the response time and delivery of humanitarian aid. Americas Relief is an 
initiative of Outreach Aid to the Americas, Inc. 
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